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Facts About Owensboro

City of Owensboro

This growing city is located on thewtb bank of the Ohio River, at what was known to
the early boatmen as the "Yellow Banks." The survey of the first plat of the town was
recorded in 1816 and the town was named "Rossboro."

In 1817 the name was changed to Owensboro, in memory of the Liba&dbraham
Owen, who was killed at the battle of Tippecanoe. Owensboro was incorporated in 1866
and Captain E.S. Ayres was elected Owensboro's first Mayor; however, he died shortly
after taking office and was succeeded by S.D. Kennady.

The city seal as also adopted in 1866. It appropriately bore a representation of a
tobacco leaf, symbolic of Owensboro's strong economic ties with the rich agricultural
land that surrounded the city, also Daviess County's main cash crop.

The Kentucky Constitution (asnended in 1891) revoked all charters of cities when it
divided cities and towns into six classes based upon population. The City operated under
the MayorCommission form of government until 1954 when the present system was

put into effect. Owensboro hag@wn from a population of 229 (1830 Census) to 54,138
(2000 Census).

Mayor Tom Watson is serving as Owensboro's 35th Mayor.

Second Class City

The Kentucky Constitution divides cities and towns into six classes, based upon the
population of the city, afllows:

e First Class (100,000 or more)

e Second Class (20,000 to 99,999)

e Third Class (8,000 to 19,999)

e Fourth Class (3,000 to 7,999)

¢ Fifth Class (/1,000 to 2,999)

e Sixth Class (999 or less)
Owensboro became a Second Class City in.1944



Owensboro's Htory and Development

FromThe Kentucky Encyclopedigniversity Press of Kentucky, 1992) article by Lew A. Dew.

Owensboro, the county seat of Daviess County, is located on the Ohio River at US 60 at
US 231, on the edge of the Western Coal Field redioneostate. The site was called

Yellow Banks by travelers as early as 1776. William Smeathers made the first permanent
settlement there around 1798. In 1816 the town was surveyed and platted; the

Kentucky legislature named it in honor of Colonel Abrahamei®@ who was killed at the
Battle of Tippecanoe.

Located in a rich agricultural region, Owensboro, a port city, became a commercial
center and enjoyed steady growth in the years before the Civil War. The city's strategic
location on the Ohio River madetlite object of Union occupation early in the war. On
January 4, 1865, Confederate guerrillas commanded by Captain William Davison burned
the courthouse in retribution for billeting black Union troops there. After the war,
Owensboro was well positioned tebome a major tobacco processing and shipping
center for Green River tobacco, and the distillery boom in the 1880s made it known for
the quality of its bourbon whiskey. By the 1890s it was a major industrial town, with
flourishing wagon and buggy companiésundries, brick and clay plants, and tobacco
factories. Three railroads linked it to markets, and numerous packet lines offered
connections by water. The towing industry opened opportunities for shipping grain and
coal to markets throughout the Ohio amdississippi systems.

By 1900 Owensboro was the site of an electric light bulb manufacturing plant, which
later, as KerRad, expanded into vacuum tubes for radios and television sets. By the
1960s, the KetiRad plant, then owned by General Electric, emetbynore than 6,000
people and was the keystone of an industrial boom that made Owensboro the third
largest city in the commonwealth. Other industries, including meat packing, grain
shipping and processing, distilling, tobacco products, steel, chemicasicgl and
electronics, employed not only country residents but also citizens of surrounding
counties.

By the 1970s, following a national trend, manufacturing jobs began to decline as a
percentage of total employment, and Owensboro developed a broademauic base

of service industries to complement the traditional "smokestack" jobs. The city became
a regional banking, medical, cultural, commercial, and retail center for a growing trade
area. Its two hospitals attracted patients from many counties. Tinkling of the

Audubon and Green River parkways made it much easier to do business by truck.
Although rail service declined, the development of the Owensboro Riverport enabled
many industrial shippers to operate their own ba#gading facilities, capitaling on the
city's primary transportation resource, the Ohio River. By the late 1980s, Owensboro's
economy was a mix of manufacturing and service industries, of traditional and high
technology activities.



Agriculture remains a major source of wealth. Owleoro is a major tobacco market for
both burley and dark aicured varieties, and is the home of the Pinkerton Tobacco
Company, manufacturer of a variety of consumer tobacco products. The Field Packing
Company markets meat products over a wide area, aathgrompanies process and

ship corn and soybeans by rail and barge to customers throughout the nation. The
distilling industry has declined, but he Glenmore Distillery Company still operates a
major bottling and shipping facility in Owensboro.

By the latel980s tourism brought an estimated $50 million per year to the city.
Conventions were attracted to Owensboro by the Executive Inn Rivermont and other
motels. The Owensboro Area Museum contains historical exhibits, Indian and
archaeological relics, and anety of other displays. The Owensboro Museum of Fine
Art features a permanent collection of both European and American art as well as
traveling exhibits and special programs. In the 1980s the Owensboro Symphony
Orchestra appeared on Kentucky Educatiofelkvision and gained a statewide
audience. The River Park Center, completed in 1992, gives the orchestra a permanent
concert hall, as well as a smaller auditorium for chamber concerts and other
performances. The center is the home of the Bluegrass Mssiodtation and features
performances designed to appeal to a great variety of musical tastes.

The seHproclaimed "Barbecue Capital of the World," Owensboro holds the
International Barbecue Festival each year in May.

Brescia College (now Brescia Uniwgysivas founded in Owensboro in 1950, and

Kentucky Wesleyan College moved from Winchester to Owensboro in 1951. Owensboro
Community College (now Owensboro Community and Technical College) was founded in
1986.

The population of the secondass city was 5829 in 1970; 54,450 in 1980; 53,549 in
1990; and 54,138 in 2000.



Community Profile

Owensboro is the industrial and cultural hub of western Kentucky. Located along the
southern banks of the Ohio River, Owensboro is the third largest city in terms of
population in the Commonwealth of Kentucky. Owensboro is located 32 miles southeast
of Evansville, Indiana; 123 miles north of Nashville, Tennessee; 109 miles southwest of
Louisville, Kentucky; 203 miles southeast of St. Louis, Missouri; and 205 milesesiuth

of Cincinnati, Ohio.

Owensboro is known as a city of festivals. Each year, the world famous International
BarB-Q Festival and the Summer Festival draw thousands of spectators and participants
from across the country and around the world.

Owenslworo enjoys the luxury of a diverse economic base. As an example, more than
47,000 people earn their living in Daviess County, but the county's ten largest private
companies are responsible for less than 15% of the total employment.

What's ahead? The wkiof state and local officials to provide a new link to the north is
paying off as work has begun on a new ftame bridge from Owensboro across the

Ohio River into southern Indiana. The new span will cost more than $100 million and be
a direct route to 464 in Indiana, which provides a link from St. Louis to Louisville.

In addition, the Mid America Airpark was officially opened for business in August of
1995. It is a 45@cre industrial park adjacent to the Owensbddaviess County
Regional Airport. Fe companies are currently located in the airpark.

OwensboreDaviess County also has 145 acres available for industrial development in
the Pleasant Valley Industrial Park.



Climate

Between moderately cold winters and warm, humid summers, OwensbDaness

County experiences a wide temperature fluctuation. The annual mean temperature is
57.2 degrees Fahrenheit, with extremes of 107 degrees in 1936 and 1944, and a low of
minus 21 degrees in 1951. In the winter, the average temperature is 39.6 degrées, an
in the summer 76.9 degrees is the estimated average. Temperatures are generally
highest in July and lowest in January. The average annual rainfall for Daviess County is
44.27 inches.



Health Care

OwensboraVedical Health System (OMHS ) ommitted to providing health education,
prevention, early intervention and wellness programs in addition to-ojgality, cost
effective inpatient and outpatient services. At all locations, OMHS offers-efettee-art
technology with a medical staff of 130+ physicians representing a wide range of
specialties. This ndbr-profit regional health care provider serves 13 counties in
Kentucky and southern Indiana. The main hospital, located at 811 East Parrish Avenue,
is licensed for 469 beds. The mission of OMHS is to heal the sick and to improve the
health of our community.

The HealthPark, which opened in October 1998, is the most recent facility established to
assist with the second part of the mission statemvemimprovethe health of our

community. Located at 1006 Ford Avenue, the HealthPark includes a health and fitness
center, a diagnostic center, a health resource center, outpatient therapy services, a
chapel and physician offices. Another facility owned and operate@MHS is the

Convenient Care Center at 608 Frederica Street. Open seven days a week from 8 a.m. to
8 p.m., the Convenient Care Center offers kigiality minor emergency services.

RiverValley Behavioral High provides mental health, substance abuse and mental
retardation/developmental disability services in a sexamunty area. It opened a new

office in Owensboro in 1998 in the Cigar Factory Complex. The remodeled lower level of
the complex contains thegency's offices for outpatient therapy, case management,

DUI education, prevention center/library and administrative services. RiverValley also
provides residential programs as well as inpatient treatment for children agésdh
RiverValley Behavioral High Hospital.


http://omhs.org/
http://www.rvbh.com/

Communications

Daily newspaper service is provided by the Owensboro Messédngairer.

Seventeen radio stations serve the Owensbbaviess County area.

The Owensboro market is served by all four major television netwdWsHT (ABC
Channel 25), WTVW (Fox, ChanneWH)E NIBC, Channel 14) and WEVV (CBS, Channel
44). Adelphia Communications provides cable service.

Telegraph service is provided by Western Union.

Owensboro currently has two U.S. Post Offices, plus several bréfimdgsdhroughout
the city.

Owensboro Municipal Utilities provides a fiber optic network to link local businesses to
the Internet.
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Transportation

Local scheduled air service and charter service are available at the Owensboro Daviess
County Regionalifport. The airport has two concrete runways (5,000 and 6,500 feet),
and the longer runway has a full instrument landing system that providegeaither
capabilities. Plans are underway to extend this runway to 8,000 feet. Passenger service,
airfreight, fight instruction, aircraft maintenance, hangars, and fuel are provided by full
service fixed based operators. Scheduled airline service is provided by Northwest Airlink,
which has dalily flights to its major hubs in Memphis, Tennessee, and Detroit, Michiga

OwensboreDaviess County is surrounded by an excellent highway system. The

Audubon Parkway, William Natcher Parkway, U.S. Highways 60, 231, and 431 all provide
direct access to the area.

Four of the 31 common carrier trucking companies serving Olamosmaintain local
terminals. CSX Transportation provides Owensboro with main line rail service and
piggyback facilities. The Owensboro Riverport Authority provides barge, rail and storage
facilities.

The City of Owensboro operates a citywide bus servic

Taxi, rental car, and luxury limousine services are available.

11



Education

Two public school system®wensboro Public Schoa@sdDaviess County Public
Schoolsplus theOwensboro Catholic School systeomprise the K12 education
system in the community. Heritage Christian didjesty Christiaroperate Christian
schools providing education from preschool to middle school and preschool to high
school, respectivelylThe Triplett Schoadffers private education fokindergarten
through high school.

Owensboro is home to two fowyear liberal arts collegesBrescia Universitgnd
Kentucky Wesleyan Collegéach has an enrollment approximately 800 students.
Owensboro Community and Technical College is one of 13 collegeskenhecky
Community and Technical College System (KGNA$ one of the fastest growing
colleges irthe systemWestern Kentucky Universitffers extensive undergraduate and
graduate programs at its Owensboro campMsirray State Universitglso offersclasses
in Owensboro.

The Business and Industry division of Owensboro Community and Technical College
offers the Work Keys assessment tests which can be used to determine individual skills
levels for certain jobs. Free training for individuals to imprthesr scores and improve

their employability is also available.

Daymar Collegen Owensboro is a private career college that offers a wide variety of
training and degrees.

12
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http://www.majestychristianschool.com/
http://www.triplettschool.org/
http://brescia.edu/
http://kwc.edu/
http://www.octc.kctcs.edu/
http://www.octc.kctcs.edu/
http://www.wku.edu/
http://www.murraystate.edu/
http://www.daymarcollege.com/

Kentuckg Fostseconc‘sa ry Education ':act 5}1eet

F—
Daviess Count
Gcncra] FoPu|ation l—)ata ]:_mP]ogmcnt Eg 5cctor
County State
County State us Agriculture, Mining & Other Nat. Resources 277 26,378
Total population 91,545 +041.769 251,421,906 Manufacturing & Construction 8,767 346,875
Median household income 356,513 $33.672 $41,994% Retail. Wholesale, Transportation & Utilities 9018 368,755
Percent living in poverty 12.5% 14.3% 11.9% Finance, Professional & Business Services 5,548 276,576
Percent eligible for Medicaid 16.2% 17.5% N/A Education & Health Services 4,551 210,961
.Estimatecll percent who do not 10.7% 13.5% 14.2% Government 7941 259,957
have medical insurance
. Leisure, Hospitality and Other Services 5,608 206,240
Percent of registered voters who 67.8% 6+.7% 88.7% -
voted in the November 2004 election
Unemployment rate 200+ 5.0% 5.5% 5.5% Undcrgrad uate En rollments
Hfghcst | evel of F ducation Fall 200+
Institution Alumni Enrollment
Less than a high school 19.8% 25.8% 20.5% University of Kentucky 3,299 428
diploma or GED University of Louisville 461 135
3 H = 10, o 25 6%
ng.h school diploma or FT1% 3% 25.6% Eastern Kentucky University 349 66
equivalent -
Kentucky State University 13 4
Bachelor’s degree or above 14.5% 15.6% 22.5% Y -
| Fr—— -
Number of additional bachelor’s degree holders needed Morehead State University i 6
in this county for it to be at the US average 4,598 Murray State University 975 204
N Northern Kentucky University 43 12
C-O ] I“'S"' Rca d Iness Western Kentucky University 2,155 678
Connr_\f State Kentucky Comm. & Tech. College System 4,521 3,515
Average ACT Score 21.5 209
5 Independent Colleges & Universities 4,036 598
Percent underprepared in 42.9% +6.2%
one or more academic subjects Total from this county 16,197 5,709
Percent underprepared in math 26.6% 3+.7% ~ ~
. . inancial Aid to Students from T his Count
Percent underprepared in English 27.5% 24.5% F A ‘b T C‘ Y
d - | B ] Financial Aid Type # Awards Dollars
I~ ducationa ipeline :
Federal Pell Awards 2,16% $4.850,611
Public high school graduates in 2004 957 Federal Loans 1,626 $7.510,900
Kentucky Adult Education enrollments in fiscal 2005 2,607 Kentucky Educational Excellence Schelarships 2,033 $2,615,618
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Number of students from this county who entered 852
postsecondary education in Fall 2004
Number of students from this county who earned a bachelor’s 397
degree in 2004-05
Notes:

Toeal population, median housshold income, percent living in poverty, snd sstimated percent wha do not have medical inrursnce
are all from the 2000 US Cenruz.

Percent eligikle for Medicsid iz bazed on unpublizhed 2005 eligibility data from the Cabinet for Health and Family Servicas,
Department for Medscad Services, and US census data

Percent of regiztersd voters who voted in the November 2004 election iz Fom the State Board of Elections
Unemzloyment rate 2004 iz fom the Reatucks Office of Employment and Training
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Government

Form ofGovernment
City Officials:

Ron PayngMayor
Charlie Castlenviayor PreTem
John Kazlauska€ommissioner
Candance Brak€&Commissioner

David JohnsanCommissioner
Bill Parrish, City Manager
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Form of Government

The City of Owensboro operates undeCity Manager form of Governmenihis form
of government was first instituted in Owensboro on January 1, 1954, as a result of a
referendum approved by the people in the 1952 November election.

Under this form of government the people of Owensboro eke&layor and four
Commissioners, who together, make up the Board of Commissioners, which possesses
the legislative and executive powers of the city. Administrative powers are vested in the
City Manager who is appointed by a majority vote of the Boardoofi@issioners for an
indefinite term.

The Mayor, as a member of the Board, presides over all meetings, calls special meetings,
and executes all bonds, notes, contracts, and written obligations authorized by the

board. The City Manager is the chief adntimasve officer of the city and exercises the
executive powers and functions delegated by ordinance and statute.

Legislative Body (Board of Commissioners)

The Mayor and four commissioners are elected by the citizens to act as their
representatives in alegislative matters. Their primary duties are to enact ordinances
and make polices that are for the ultimate good of the community as a whole. The
mayor is elected for a fowyear term and the Commissioners are elected for {year
terms. In cities of te second class with the City Manager form of government; non
partisan elections are mandatory.

The City Commissioner, the legislative and policy making body of the City, is comprised
of five citizens elected at large for a twear term except for the Mgor, who is elected

for a fouryear. The Mayor serves as the presiding officer at official meetings and as
ceremonial head of the City.

15



Under the City Manager form of Government, the City Commission, as representatives
of the people, determines the gaahnd objectives of the City and policies that shall be
followed in attaining those goals and objectives.

The Commission appoints a City Manager who is responsible for carrying out its
established policies as well as the efficient administration of &itiyities. The City
Commission also appoints a City Attorney who provides legal assistance to the City
Commission, City Manager and department managers, and represents the City of
Owensboro in legal matters. The City Commission also appoints a Cityvlterk

provides administrative assistance to the City Commission and City Manager. The Clerk
is responsible for the maintenance and safekeeping of the permanent records of the
City and performs such other duties and responsibilities as required by law. Jhe Ci
Commission conducts its business in public sessions that are held at City Hall,
Commission Chambers, Fourth Floor, the first and third Tuesday of each month at 6:30
p.m.

16



City Officials

Mayor Ron Payne

Ron Payne retired as an Assistant Professor cbdtting at Brescia University in May of
Hany® t NA2N) G2 (GKA& LIRaAGA2Y KS gl a [/ Ade
Chief Administrative Officer, for six years until his retirement in August of 2003. He
served as Director of Finance & Administratfor the City from September 1993 until

taking office as City Manager on February 1, 1997. Previously Ron served 14 years with
the City of Tulsa, Oklahoma, first as Controller and Deputy City Auditor and eventually as
Director of Finance. He was Owensber@ity Auditor from 1975 to 1979 and also

worked for the accounting firm of Coopers & Lybrand.

Ron is a Certified Public Accountant. He holds a Bachelor of Science in accounting from
Brescia College and a Masters of Science in accounting from the &ityi\wdrTulsa. Ron

is a veteran of the U.S. Navy and served in Vietham. Ron and his wife Denise have two
sons, Brian and Adam.

He is a member of the American Institute of CPA's, the VFW and has served on the
Board of Trustees of the Riverpark FoundatiBoard of Contributors of the Messenger
& Inquirer, the Board of Directors of the Riverport Authority, PRIDE and a member of
the Advisory Council of MISAS.

17
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Mayor PreTemCharlie Castlen

Charlie Castlen is the Mayor Pro Tem of the Owensboro City GsmomiCharlie is

serving his fifth term on the Commission, his fourth as Mayor Pro Tem. Charlie ran a
frugal campaign, spending less than seven cents a vote when he was elected to his fifth
term. This is down from eleven cents when he finished fourtthenNovember 1998
election.

Charlie, a Daviess County native, was born on November 11, 1961. He is the twelfth
child of Paul and Gertrude (Calhoun) Castlen. In 1979, he graduated from Owensboro
Catholic High School as a member of the National Honor SoEletseceived his

Bachelor of Science degree in Accounting in 1983 when he graduated from Brescia
University, receiving the first annual Brescia University Alumni Award. Charlie and his
wife of twenty three years, Lisa, have three childre$arah, Theresand Daniel.

Charlie brings a wealth of financial experience to the Owensboro City Commission. He
has over twenty four years of experience in various accounting, auditing, and financial
management positions. He gained over three years of experienceirgidibvernment
agencies when he worked for the Kentucky State Auditor's Office in Frankfort, Kentucky,
in the mid1980s. Charlie and Lisa returned to Daviess County July 1, 1991 and today he
is a selemployed CPA providing tax and accounting servicesdviduals and small
businesses. He is a member of the American Institute of CPAs.

Charlie has been involved in community and church activities for years. He currently
serves as Treasurer of WIMM (107.7 F.M.) radio (a EWTN satellite station) and $ecretar
of the Right to Life of Owensboro, Inc. He is a past Treasurer and Board Member for the
Boulware Center Mission, Inc. (Owensboro's oldest homeless shelter); past president
and member of the Brescia University Alumni Association; past volunteer for Junior
Achievement; and past volunteer and coach in the Blessed Mother Summer Sports
Program. He is a member of the Knights of Columbus and a member, lector, and parish
council member of Blessed Mother Church.

18



Commissioner John Kazlauskas

John Kazlauskassgerving his first term as Commissioner and brings with him a wealth
of knowledge. After serving 42 years with the Owensboro Police Department, Chief
Kazlauskas retired in 2007. He was instrumental in the development of the Polygraph
Unit and the Evidenc€ollection Unit, which is now called the Special Services Bureau.

After graduating from Owensboro High School, John served three years in the U.S.
Army, as a helicopter pilot. He then attended the FBI National Academy & FBI Bombing
Crime Scene School@uantico, VA and went on to graduate from Eastern Kentucky
University with an Associates Degree in Criminal Justice.

He currently serves on the Healthy Horizons Board and is a member of the Owensboro
Rotary Club. He is a past member of the following: KMisory Board for School of

Criminal Justice, Ayer Flying Club (President), Fundraising Committee for YMCA and Boy
Scouts, Fraternal Order of Police, International Association of Identification, Ohio
Chapter of Kentucky Council on Crime and DelinqudPi®s{dent), and was a Lector at

KWC and Brescia University. He is an Honorary Member of the Kentucky Polygraph
Association.

19



Commissioner Candance Brake

/' FYRIFEYOS /1 adtSy . Nr1S Aa | ylIraaAdS 2F hogSyao
Degree in Histyy from Brescia University and a Masters Degree in Public Administration

from Western Kentucky University. In 2005, she graduated from Harvard University,

John F. Kennedy School of Government, Center for Public Leadership, Leaders of the

21st Century Progm.

Candance was appointed Daviess County Deputy Judge/Executive. In this role she
administered operations and personnel for an organization with 200 employees and a
$35 million budget. She also acted as chief of staff and worked daily in economic and
community development. She was appointed through two separate administrations,
Democrat and Republican.

In 2000, Candance left Daviess County Fiscal Court for the Chamber of Commerce and
LYRdZAGNEZE LyOdQa +A0OS t NBaARSyadpodgtian 2 2 NJ] T2 NDOS
responsible for creating and developing a ldegn community and economic

development strategy through conceptualizing and building partnerships between

business and education. Several of the programs have received statewide and national

recof AGA2Y YR gl NRa AyOfdzZRAy3d (GKS YSyiddzOle |
Innovation in Economic Development Award.

LY HAanuX . NIT1S 41 a | LILRAyRieSidni KS / KI YOSNRa 9

In 2004 she was successful in her first bid for public officeieg a seat on the
Owensboro City Commission where she is serving her second term.

{KS KlFla fta2 &aSNWSR a4 +y | Radzy Ot FI Odz & YS§
Department of Government.

Candance has served the community in various volunteer capgaditroughout her

career. Those include the following: Chair of Skills, Inc.; RiverPark Center Executive
Committee; United Way Board and Allocations Panels; Girls, Inc. Board Member; Board
Treasurer and volunteer, The Chamber of Commerce Board, Citizemsitfee on
Education, Greater Owensboro Learning Community; Greater Owensboro Alliance for
Education; Brescia College Board of Trustees, Brescia College Alumni Association
President; Owensboro Rotary Board and club member; and a founding member of
Impact 10.
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Commissioner David Johnson

David L. Johnson currently serves as Director of Pupil Personnel for the Owensboro
Public Schools. This year marks his 20th year in the Owensboro Public Schools. He
taught Political Science and coached football for eygars; served as the social studies
department chair for three years; worked as a secondary curriculum specialist for four
years; principal at Owensboro Middle School; and held the position of Director of Pupil
Personnel for the last six years. David eed his B.A. from the University of Kentucky;
a Masters in Educational Leadership; a Rank | in Administrative Leadership; and has
been accepted in the Western Kentucky/University of Louisville Doctoral Cooperative
Program.

He has served on various loéaR  NRa X 9ESOdziA @S / 2YYAGGSS 27
GKS hgSyaoz2NRB ! NBlI adzaSdzy .2FNR 2F 5ANBO02NE
Commission; KKSAP Board; DJJ Crime Prevention Regional Board; the Owensboro Day
Treatment Board; the United Way Campaign Bip&resident of the 3rd Region

Kentucky Association of School Administrators; and as President of the 3rd Region

Directors of Pupil Personnel. David is a 1984 graduate of Owensboro High School. His is

the son of Bob and Del Johnson. He and his wife, Ditoienroe Johnson, have been

married for fourteen years.
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City Manager Bill Parrish

Bill Parrish was selected by the City Commission of Owensboro, Kentucky, as the City
Manager in December, 2007. He worked as the Street and Sanitation Superintendent
from 2001 until his appointment as City Manager.

Previously, Bill had served in a variety of positions within the United States Marine
Corps, retiring as a Lieutenant Colonel in September, 2001. His background includes
human resources, operations, finance andistics. Bill holds a bachelors degree in
history from Old Dominion University and a masters degree in human resources
management from Lindenwood University. He is also a graduate of the United States
Marine Corps Command and Staff College. Bill andifesvacky have two adult

children; Joe and Amber.
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Economy

Agriculture
Business and Industry
Economic Development Team
Owensboro Manufacturers

23



Agriculture

Daviess County ranks first in Kentucky counties in total crop production.
Daviess County leads the state in soybean production and ranks second in corn.
The County is also a major source of tobacco.

More than 84% of all land area in Daviess County is devoted to agricultural uses, and
more than 62% is considered prime cropland.

Business and Industry

The Owensbordaviess County area is the industrial hub of western Kentucky, listing
major manufacturers and processors in aluminum, steel, distilling, mining and a natural
gas transmission corporation.

Locally produced commodés include meat products, smokeless tobacco, office
furniture, wire drawing, spaghetti sauce, small electric motors, whiskey, high grade
steel, chemicals, large steel vessels, grain processing, soybeans, oil refinery, paper,
plastic extensions, ice creamand cleaner and casement windows.

24



Economic Development Team

Economic Development Corporation

The Greater Owensboro Economic Development Corporation is the economic
development agency for Owensboro and Daviess County. It is a public/private

partnershp formed to attract and to grow primary employers. In conjunction with other
agencies, it markets the MidAmerica Airpark and the Pleasant Valley Industrial Park. The
Greater Owensboro Economic Development Corporation also assists existing businesses
with expansion projects.

Nick Brake

Nick Brake is the President/CEO for the Greater Owensboro Economic Development
Corporation. As president of GEDC, Dr.Brake is responsible for leading the economic
and community development efforts for the Greater Owensboggion by working to

create a diversified, sustainable economy generating wealth, quality jobs, and improving
the quality of life. Prior to coming to GOEDC, Dr. Brake served as a dean at the
Owensboro Community and Technical College.

While at OCTC, heorked closely with the consolidation of the technical school with the
community college. He also founded the Discover College Program, which seeks to
improve the community s collegegoing rate by giving high school students
opportunitiesto take college @sses. He successfully landed Kentuckfirst and only
grant from theBill and Melinda Gates Foundation in 2005. He serves on the board of
directors of Greater Owensboro Area Leadership program, the Owensboro Biotech
Alliance, Western Kentucky Univers@®wensboro, the Green River Economic
Development Corporation, the Green River Regional Workforce Investment Board,
Junior Achievement of Owensboro, and the Owensboro Public Art Commission.

He is the pasthair of the Greater Owensboro Alliance for Edumatnd was a member
of the Prichard Committee for Academic Excellence Task Force on High Achieving High
Schools.

He holds a Ph.D. in Higher Education and Leadership from the University of Louisville.
His bachelors and masters degrees are both in histéeyhas taught history at the high
school level and at Western Kentucky University, Brescia University, and the Owensboro
Community and Technical College.

Nick can be reached at (270) 92839 ext. 218 or by emaihlfrake @owensboro.com
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Madison Silvert

Madison Silvert is the Vice President for Entrepreneurship and High Tech Development,
and he is the Director of the Emerging Ventures Center for Innovation. Mr. Silvert, a
lifetime resident of Owensboro, hadda degree in Economics from Centre College and

his Juris Doctor from the Brandeis School of Law at the University of Louisville where he
received a special certification in regulatory law and policy. He was in private legal
practice for six years prior joining the Greater Owensboro Economic Development
Corporation. Mr. Silvert additionally serves as legal counsel for the Owensboro
Metropolitan Planning Commission.

Madison can be reached at (270) 92839 or by emailnisilvert@owensboro.com

Sharla AustirDarnell

Sharla is Existing Industry Manager for the Greater Owensboro Economic Development
Corporation. Sharla is a graduate from Murray State University. She previously served as
existing industry marger at the MadisonvilldiHopkins County Economic Development
Corporation. Before moving into economic development Sharla served as was executive
director of the MadisonvilldHopkins County Convention and Visitors Bureau.

Sharla can be reached at (270) 68346 or by emailgdarnell@owensboro.cojm

Becky McCubbins

Becky is Economic Development Manager for the Greater Owensboro Economic
Development Corporation. She has been with the organization since 1965. He
responsibilities include assisting with managing responses to prospects and researching
and preparing responses to prospect inquiries. She oversees EDC's budget allocations
and disbursements.

Becky can be reached at (270) 92839 ext. 226 or by email
(bmccubbins@owensboro.cogm

Melissa Shelton

Melissa joined Greater Owensboro Economic Development Corporation in 2006. She
answers the telephone and assists with maintenance of Owensboroworks.com.

Melissa can be reached at (270) 92839 ext. 220 or by emaill
(mshelton@owensboro.cojn
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Major Employers

Company

hQo2NRB aSR®
Daviess Countipublic Schools
US Bank Home Mortgage
Owensboro Public Schools
Texas Gas

Toyotetsu MidAmerica
Specialty Food Group
WalMart (2 stores)

Owensboro Community & Techni

College
City of Owensboro
Commonwealth of Kentucky

Southern Star Central Gas PipeliiHeadquarterstransporting natural gas to markets

Inc.

Unilever Foods North America
Swedish Match

Titan Contracting

Canteen Service Company
UniFirst

Dana Corp.

Premium Allied Tool
KimberlyClark

Miles Farm Supply

MPD, Inc.

Daramic

The HON Company
Owensboro Municipal Utilities
Green River District Health
Hunter Douglas

Barton Brands, Ltd.

AT&T

DBM Technologies Inc.
Plastech

Product/Service

| S I Hospital

School system

Mortgage processing

School system

Natural Gas Pipeline Headquarters
Automotive parts

Meat processing

Retail store

College

City government
State government

the midwest

Ragu spaghetti sauce
Tobacco products
Mechanical construction
Food services

Uniform distribution

Truck frame manufacturers
Metal stamping and fabricated products
Paper products

Farm services

Microwave products
Battery separators

Office furniture

Utility

Health department

Window parts manufacturer

Bottling/warehouse planof whiskey, gin, etc.

National directory call center
Plastic blow molded automotive parts
Plastic blow molded automotive parts
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# of
Employees
(2007)
3300
1785
873
778
596
560
544
541

494

481
471

456

445
380
380
350
350
330
330
342
314
264
264
260
226
224
218
207
200
200
200



Cultural Life

Arts and Cultural Attractions
Sports and Entéainment
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Arts and Cultural Attractions

TheOwensboraDaviess County Librargerves the community well, with a collection of
over 150,000 books and 13,000 audiovisual items. Interest in the natural sciences and
area history is maintained by éhOwensboro Area Museum. Art lovers are enjoying the
recent expansion of the Owensboro Museum of Fine Art, which now features an Atrium
Sculpture Court, a restored Civil Wena mansion, the Kentucky Spirit Galleries, and a
priceless collection of Germataged glass windows. These institutions are recognized
as among the finest in western Kentucky. 450 Griffith Avenue,0234.

TheOwensboro Area Museum of Science and History and the Wendell Ford
GovernmentEducationCenteris one of the finest facilis of its kind in the region.

Among the features of the museum are historic memorabilia, including arts, crafts, and
antiques, as well as natural history exhibits and a planetarium. A new Speedzeum
opened in 2003 and celebrates the rich racing heritagi®fOwensboreDaviess

County region, covering everything from Soapbox Derby to local dirt track auto racing to
NASCAR, motorcycle racing to hydroplane boats. With six active NASCAR drivers and
O2dzyif Saad ONBg YSYOSNE Ay acGitlDweds®orahy Db! { /! w(
claims one of the highest levels of motorsports participation of any city in the country.
The Speedzeum demonstrates and celebrates this connection, beginning in the early
20th century and following the developments right up through presgay, featuring
displays of racing vehicles, audio/visual presentations and interactive displays, including
a fullscale NASCAR simulator.

The Owensboro Museum of Fine Aiis housed in two historic structureghe Carnegie
Library and the John Hampdemi&h House, which dates back to the Civil War. The
museum features a permanent collection of 198md 20thcentury paintings and
sculptures, decorative arts dating back as far as the 16th century, and the spectacular
Stained Glass Gallery. The museum #&stures traveling exhibits and hosts

educational youth tours during the school year. Open Tuestlayday, closed Monday.
901 Frederica Street, 685181.

TheOwensboro Symphony Orchestia a premier producer of live classical and pops
music for the Wesrn Kentucky region. According to the Kentucky Arts Council, the
Owensboro Symphony Orchestra is among the top twenty Kentucky arts organizations.
Under the leadership of Maestro Nicholas Palmer, Executive Director M. Wade Kelley,
and an active and dedioad Board of Directors, the Owensboro Symphony Orchestra
performs over 60 services annually, reaching an estimated audience of over 50,000 per
year. 122 East 8Street, 6840661.

Theater fans are encouraged to participate in the productions ofTimeaer Workshop
of Owensboro 407 West 5 Street, 6845003.
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The DogwoodAzalea Trail Walk the picturesque and beautiful blooming trieed
boulevards during the last two weeks in April and the first two weeks in May. Griffith
Avenue and adjoining streets.

D2t RASQa . Sad [ A ifedured doiByKgpsiel, Snd hlyegrassS y (i dzO | @
music shows. There is a charge for admission. Call for reservations. 418 Frederica Street,
926-0254.

Bluegrass music history, its pioneers, and its legends are feattitbd bnternational
Bluegrass Music Museuni14 Daviess Street, 97891.

Mount St. Joseph Convent and Centae nestled on rolling Daviess County terrain. The
original Academy was instituted in 1874, and the building is now on the National
Historic Regiter. Tours scheduled by appointment. No charge. 12 miles west of
Owensboro on Highway 56, 229.03.

Cowboys of Kentucky, In€ome out to see 19 acres dedicated to the Horseman and
the Equine World. The facility offers supplies, clothes, riding lesaodsmore. 5760 US
Highway 60 West, 87686-7433.

HallofFam& . NP gaS R2gy (GKS a1l 2YSG26y | SNR& | | ff
that have reached national or international acclaim in their field that are from
Owensboro and the surrounding regions 52#ast Second Street, 32@00.

You can pick your own apples, strawberries, peaches and blackberries in season or
browse the homemade selectionsw&tS A R Q & . Lodaiddoh KeRtucky Highway 144,
6852444,

hgSYyaoz2NR Aad (y28Y |d&é G¥ISOK d2O @ DA0OLBS@PNR BT SV
around the area compete in the twday International BarB-Q Festival The annual

event features cooking, square dancing, musical performances, arts and crafts, and a

number of other events. The festival kicks off the barteseason and a church picnic is

held every weekend throughout the summer and early fall.

RiverPark CenterThis performing arts center includes a 1,5@&&t multipurpose
auditorium, experimental theater, Riverfront Plaza, a meetiageption room, caféas

well as the International Bluegrass Music Museum Schedule includes Broadway series,
Owensboro Symphony Orchestra concerts. 101 Daviess Stree? 7687
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Sports and Entertainment

The area has excellent public recreation facilities sponsored and amaéat by the
Owensboro Parks and Recreation Departméine Daviess County Parks and Recreation
Departmentand Ben Hawes State Parkciities include numerous parks, playgrounds,
swimming pools, golf courses, a disc golf course, tennis courts, softball and baseball
diamonds, basketball courts, nature trails, an ice arena and a new 2.5 mile greenway for
biking and walking. There are tvgoftball complexes, a soccer complex, a youth football
field and sand volleyball courts. At least four playgrounds are designed for the physically
disabled. The Owensboro Sportscenter is a 5:&€4t airconditioned

auditorium/arena.

Owensboro is home todfitucky Wesleyan College and the Panthers men's basketball
program. With eight NCAA Division Il championships, 18 Final Four appearances and
more tournament victories than any other NCAA school, KWC is fun to watch each
season and is THE winter sports evi@nOwensboro.

Some of the area's private recreation facilities include three country clubs with golf
courses, five swimming pools, 12 indoor movie theaters, three bowling facilities, a large
YMCAthe HealthParkand indoor and outdoor tennis courts.
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Statistics

Owensboro, Daviess County and Kentucky
People Quick Facts
Business Quick Facts
Geography Quick Facts
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People Quickacts

Population, 2007 estimate

Population, percent change, April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2007
Population, 2000

Persons under 5 years old, percent, 2007

Persons nder 18 years old, percent, 2007

Persons 65 years old and over, percent, 2007

Female persons, percent, 2007

White persons, percent, 2007 (a)

Black persons, percent, 2007 (a)

American Indian and AlaskatN& persons, percent, 2007
Asian persons, percent, 2007 (a)

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander, percent, 2007
Persons reporting two or more races, percent, 2007
Peisons of Hispanic or Latino origin, percent, 2007 (b)
White persons not Hispanic, percent, 2007

Living in same house in 1995 and 2000, pct 5 yrs old & over
Foreign born persons, percent, 2000

Language other than Englishagen at home, pct age 5+, 2000
High school graduates, percent of persons age 25+, 2000
Bachelor's degree or higher, pct of persons age 25+, 2000
Persons with a disability, age 2000

Mean travel time to work (minutes), workers age 16+, 2000

Housing units, 2007

Homeownership rate, 2000

Housing units in mukliinit structures, percent, 2000
Median value of ownebpccupied housing units, 2000

Households, 2000

Persons per household, 2000

Median household income, 2007

Per capita money income, 1999
Persons below poverty, percent, 2007
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Daviess County
93,756
2.4%
91,545
7.0%
24.6%
14.5%
51.6%

93.3%
4.8%
0.2%
0.6%

Y4
1.1%
1.4%

92.0%

55.1%
1.0%
3.2%

80.7%

17.0%

18,166
195

42,688
70.3%
19.4%

$81,800

36,033
2.47
$42,586
$18,739
15.3%

Kentucky
4,241,474
4.9%
4,041,769
6.6%
23.7%
13.0%
51.0%

90.0%
7.7%
0.2%
1.0%

y4
1.0%
2.2%
88.0%

55.9%
2.0%
3.9%

74.1%

17.1%

874,156
23.5

1,906,096
70.8%
17.7%

$86,700

1,590,647
2.47
$40,299
$18093
17.2%



Business QuickFacts

Private nonfarm establishments, 2006

Private nonfarm employment, 2006

Private nonfarm employment, percent ange 20062006
Nonemployer establishments, 2006

Total number of firms, 2002

Blackowned firms, percent, 2002

American Indian and Alaska Native owned firms, percent, 2002
Asiarowned firms, percent, 2002

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander owned firms, percen

2002
Hispanieowned firms, percent, 2002
Womenowned firms, percent, 2002

Manufacturers shipments, 2002 ($1000

Wholesale trade sales, 2002 ($1000)

Retail sales, 2002 ($1000)

Retail sales per capita, 2002

Accommodation and foodservices sales, 2002 ($1000)
Building permits, 2007

Federal spending, 2007 ($1000)

Geography QuickFacts

Land area, 2000 (square miles)
Persons per square mile, 2000
FIPS @de

Metropolitan or Micropolitan Statistical Area

Source: US Census Bureau State & County QuickFacts
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Daviess County

2,347
39,822
-3.5%
5,382
6,864

F

F

F

E
E
28.0%

2,467,294
701,710
1,046,101
$11,384
132,391
419
608,739

Daviess County
462.39
198.1
59
Owensboro, KY
Metro Area

Kentucky
92,829
1,552,012
2.5%
267,161
300,685
2.5%
0.4%
1.1%

0.0%
0.7%
25.7%

88,513,497
51,838,719
40,062,561
$9,795
4,908,331
14,938
35,926,626

Kentucky
39,728.18
101.7
21



People QuickFacts

Population, 2006 estimate

Population, percenthange, April 1, 2000 to July 1, 2006
Population, 2000

Persons under 5 years old, percent, 2000

Persons under 18 years old, percent, 2000

Persons 65 years old and over, percent, 2000

Female persons, percent, 2000

White persons, percent, 2000 (a)

Black persons, percent, 2000 (a)

American Indian and Alaska Native persons, percent, 2000 (a)
Asian persons, peent, 2000 (a)

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander, percent, 2000 (a)
Persons reporting two or more races, percent, 2000

Persons of Hispanic or Latino origin, percent, 2000 (b)

Living in saméouse in 1995 and 2000, pct 5 yrs old & over
Foreign born persons, percent, 2000

Language other than English spoken at home, pct age 5+, 2000
High school graduates, percent of persons age 25+, 2000
Bachelor's degree or higher, pct of persons age 25+, 2000
Mean travel time to work (minutes), workers age 16+, 2000

Housing units, 2000
Homeownership rate, 2000
Median valueof owner-occupied housing units, 2000

Households, 2000

Persons per household, 2000
Median household income, 1999
Per capita money income, 1999
Persons blow poverty, percent, 1999
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Owensboro
55,525
2.3%
54,067
6.8%
24.1%
16.3%
53.3%

90.6%
6.9%
0.1%
0.5%

4
1.3%
1.0%

50.8%
1.2%
3.4%

78.5%

17.8%
16.5

24,302
60.2%
$76,100

22,659
2.29
$31,867
$17,968
15.9%

Kentucky
4,206,074
4.1%
4,041,769
6.6%
24.6%
12.5%
51.1%

90.1%
7.3%
0.2%
0.7%

4
1.1%
1.5%

55.9%
2.0%
3.9%

74.1%

17.1%
23.5

1,750,927
70.8%
$86,700

1,590,647
2.47
$33,672
$18,093
15.8%



Business QuickFacts

Wholesale trade sales, 2002 ($1000)

Retail sales, 2002 ($1000)

Retail sales per capita, 2002

Accomnodation and foodservices sales, 2002 ($1000)

Total number of firms, 2002

Blackowned firms, percent, 2002

American Indian and Alaska Native owned firms, percent, 2002
Asianowned firms, perent, 2002

Hispanieowned firms, percent, 2002

Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander owned firms, percent,
2002

Womenowned firms, percent, 2002

Geography QuickFacts

Land ara, 2000 (square miles)
Persons per square mile, 2000
FIPS Code

Counties

Owensboro
336,127
869,702
$15,968
107,075

4,261
F

F
F
=

=
23.2%

Owenshoro
17
3,103.7
58620

Daviess County

Source: US Census Bureau State & County QuickFacts
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Kentucky
51,838,719
40,062,561

$9,799

4,908,331

300,685
2.5%
0.4%
1.1%
0.7%

y4
25.7%

Kentucky
39,728
101.7
21



Maps

The United States
Kentucky
Owensboro
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